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trends and for studying occupations in terms of functions to
be performed.
Educational guidance is closely allied to vocational guid-
ance. The selection of courses is complicated not only by
inadequate instruments for ascertaining scholastic aptitude,
by the complexity of factors that influence learning in a
particular case, and by lack of curricular offerings, but also
by the general ^philosophy that makes parents want their
children to study subjects associated with a certain social
status.
The choice of higher education faces the student graduat-
ing from high school. Every high school has many students
whose ambitions are far beyond their mental ability and
some whose mental ability is beyond their ambition or re-
sources for going to college. It is accordingly important that
boys and girls who arc likely to profit by a college education
be identified early and that provision be made for their
higher education.
The question may .legitimately be raised as to what is a
college education.   The mental calibre of the student bodies
in different institutions of collegiate rank varies enormously.
On the American Council Psychological Examination the
median scores of different colleges one year covered a range
of from 90 to 240.   Obviously a high-school graduate who
would be well-adjusted in a college at the lower extreme
would promptly "dunk out" in the college that was "out
for brains."    High-school counsellors frequently have the
problem of meeting the request expressed by one parent:
"I want you to find a college for my stupid daughter."   They
also have the problem of diverting pupils and parents from
the choice of a college education which is far above the
child's level of ability.   High-school counsellors may amass
information about colleges and other types of higher educa-
tion not only from college catalogues and books and articles
about colleges, but also from letters and interviews with
their graduates and their scholastic records.   After a time
the adviser discovers that a student who makes a C in high